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Presidents Message for September 2025

The 2025 Joint VTCI/CTCI Convention in Grapevine, Texas just ended and
overall, it was a very enjoyable one. There were 336 Thirders, and 109
Tbirds at this event. There many exterior activities to enjoy and | will list
them below. The nice thing regarding this event is that it was pretty much
in our backyard. It was a five-hour cruise for me in TweetyBird 2. It was very
enjoyable for me as | got to see VTCI friends across the Nation who | had
met at past Conventions and it gave us the opportunity to catch up with
each other and share the Convention together. Lou Paliani and | enjoyed
about 3+ hours of chinwag with the newly elected VTCI President Tom
Przedwojewski! There was so much activity going on that there were
friends made in past years that | would have enjoyed catching up with, but
never had a chance to do so. What is great about an event like this is the
chance to make new friends and stay in contact with them via email or
phone calls over the years. Further down this newsletter | will list those in
STTC whose Tbirds earned VTCI or CTCI Judging Awards. The STTC once
again was awarded another VTCI Newsletter Gold Award and | accepted it
for the Club! If | have the count correct, that is 9 in a row!

| do want to state that it is very important that ALL STTC Members join us
for our annual Christmas Party in November of this year. Something very
exciting is going to occur at this Christmas Party that we have never had
happen before to my knowledge. There will also be several more surprises
that will occur at this event. Next month | will provide additional information
regarding this subject as we get closer to November 22" Saturday. Put that
date on your calendar and ALL of you should plan to be at this Christmas
Party. There is a brief overview in the Upcoming Events section below.

Dené has been overseas in Uzbekistan for a couple of weeks but has just
recently returned. She will have a lot to tell us regarding her trip | am sure
when we see her again in Ingram on the 27!

Our scheduled September Cruise to Stonehenge Il in Ingram IS on
(depending on the weather). If bad weather, we do have a Plan B in mind.
Presently, there is no rain projected for this Saturday!

See the Website for more details.
https://southtexasthunderbirdclub.com

Ray Clark STTC President
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BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARY
StanlL 9/06 Lisa & Pete 9/03
Robbie H 9/07 Ed & Helen 9/11
Ronald & Jenna 9/28

Barry B 9/11
LindaR 9/20
Brian C 9/24
Bruce R 9/24

September 7, 1954 -
Ford Thunderbird production begins

September 25, 1926

Henry Ford cuts the work day to 8 hours and doubles his
workers pay. Somehow, this increased productivity at his
factories and the 40 hour work week was born.

Virgo
Express your
authentic self the past y/ September Birthstone
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EVENTS] STTC Schedule of Events

Jordan
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One Team, One Goal, One Family

September 27th, Saturday (depending on the weather) 09:30 Meet Up Time. (Bass Pro Shop outside 1604 outside
loop -1st light). A return Cruise to Stonehenge Il in Ingram. The road has been cleared. Lunch at 11am Billie Jean
Restaurant. 1489 Junction Hwy78028. Phone: 830-895-7377. This IS a dual Third Club event! If bad weather we
will have a social luncheon inside IH-10 & Loop 1604. There is no rain projected for this date.

October 25th Saturday 11am - A return to the Neon Sign & Player Piano Enterprises of STTC Member John Talbot.
He will be providing the food again. Shop address: GPS: 10556 Brooks Ave. 78154. 210-241-5352. This IS a dual
Tbird Club event!

November 22nd, Saturday 11am-3pm. Christmas Party, Outback Steakhouse, GPS: 12511 I-10W 78230, 210-696-
4329. Private Dining Room holds 58 people. Order from Menu, 20% gratuity per check. ALL MEMBERS SHOULD
BE THERE. There is one HUGE special event, involving ALL STTC Members and several special events scheduled.
To include the introduction of our new “Third Tales Trio” of Lou Paliani on Guitar, Dené Ballantine, on Electronic
Harp, & Becky Nelson, vocalist, leading Christmas songs. Put this date on your schedule and plan to be there. We
will be exchanging gifts per our usual method! More details to come.

November-December - Bill Taylor KENS5-TV Toy Drive and Drop Off of toys. Dates & locations to be provided at a
later date. We plan on having about 6 different Thirds per each of the collection days set. These will probably be
Friday afternoons. More info to follow.
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“Stronger Together ‘55-'05 in ‘25,
Priving The Past Into The Future”
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336 “Thunder Struck” Tbird Lovers, and 109 Tbirds attended this first time 2025 Joint VTCI/CTCI
International Convention! You saw many of the Thirds on the Field, from 1955-2005. Leadership of
both International Clubs shared duties and responsibilities, and set many activities for the attendees
to enjoy while there. There were Guest Speakers and off-site tours to enjoy. Some non-Third pix are
from the Sam Pack & Minters Thirds tours or Texas Speedway cruise. Bird Bath=SnackBar. Here is a list.

Schedule of Events

Tuesday
10am-5pm: Check-In and Packet Pickup
Bird Bath Open; Dinner on your own

Wednesday

1pm: AT&T Cowboy Stadium Bus Departs

S5pm: Speaker Third Bob, Cross Timbers 3

6pm: Speaker Matt Truax; Cross Timbers 3
Bird Bath Open, Dinner on your own

Thursda

7:30am: 9/11 Salute in Cross Timber 3
8am-12: VTCI BOD & Membership Mtg/

Judge Training in the Dooley RM
9am-12;  CTCI Judge Training in Cross Timbers 3

1pm: Driving Tour To Texas Motor Speedway
1pm: Pres. George Bush Library Bus Departs
Spm: Speaker Steve Legel, Cross Timbers 3

Bird Bath Open; Dinner on your own

Friday

8:30am: Owners & Judges Meeting - Mandatory

9:30am: Concours Judging - Show Field

10:30am:  Dallas Arboretum Bus Departs

5:30pm: Thunderbird Bistro Buffet/No Host Bar
(Various Recognition Awards) - the Atrium

7pm: Entertainment Sponsored by Hills Auto
Saturday

Tam: Swap Meet, Hotel Parking Lot

11am: Driving/Bus Tour-Sam Pack and Minter's

5:30pm: Cocktails No Host Bar
6:30pm: Awards Banquet, Heritage Ballroom
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SUPPORTING CHAPTERS

Welcome to
Grapevine, TX
I crcr-yic B
B Members & Guests |
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1990 Third of ~ Tom Prezdwojewski ~ VTCI President
He drove it to the Convention from Washington State!
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Brad-n-Bonnie Kershaw-NTVTC
1960 Squarebird On Display
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y SIMOS MINTER -

F-BIRD COLLECTION

A visit to the Famous Amos Minter
1955-1957 Third F-Bird Collection!
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Lou & Marilyn Paliani & Laura Wahrmund!

Lou & Marilyn Paliani & Me!
L il

Barry, Danny, Kathy, Poca, Brian, Walt, Cheryl, Gerry

& Judy (supplied me with many of the pix you see!)

Danny, Kathy, Erik, Laura, Poca, Walt! Walt, Poca, Danny, Kathy, Barry, Judy!
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Danny Varella Manning Registration Desk!
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Lining up to Drive the Texas Motor Speedway!
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2025 Life Time VTCl Membership Award-Laura Wahrmund!

#

2025 VTCI Gold Newsletter Award To STTC!
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Vintage Thunderbird Club International 2025 Newsletter Olympics
Gold Medal Presented to ...

Ray Clark

Editor of the

T-Bird Tales

South Texas Thunderbird Club

Bob McNeill, President
Vintage Thunderbird Club I
August 2025

Friday Night - Laura received the VTCI Life Time Award for recognition of her
many years as the VTCI County Store Manager. We received the VTCI Gold
Newsletter Award for the 9% straight year! Under the Editorship of myself,

then Marilyn Carron for 5 years (if | have that correct), and 2 years by Bruce

Reader! Then this one!
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EMBASSY SUITES
HOTEL

EMBASSY SUITES
HOTEL

New VTCI President Tom Przedwojewski ~ Awards Banquet Speech!

VTCI & CTCI Third Awards Announcements!
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All of the South Texas Thunderbird Club Members and their family members who worked hard to put this first Combined
CTCI-VTCI International Convention together. Especially Brian & Marilyn Carron! Along with many of the Leaders and
Members of the Arcadian Thunderbirds of Louisiana, the North Texas Vintage Thunderbird Club, the Sooner
Thunderbird Car Club, and the Vintage Thunderbirds Of Houston. Also, the CTCI Clubs across this Region and Country.

2025 VTCI-CTCI Convention Banquet Table Piece!

16
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Brian & Marilyn Carron were the STTC members to receive Awards from the VTCI & CTCI Judges.

Vimtage Thunderbird (lub luternational
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Brian & Marilyn Carron received two VTCI Awards ~ 1st Place Touring for the 1968 and Authenticity Award for the 1968. This
recognition of the 1968 reflects restoration to factory condition as determined by special judging conducted by the Chief
Judge and the Technical Director using a 56-point checklist where the car must successfully check at least 42 of the items.

From CTCI they received a prestigious Gold/Gold Medallion Award for their Willow Green 1957 Babybird!

Brian stated to me that all the Awards
are having the winning inscriptions
imprinted on them and they will be
mailed out shortly to all those whose
Tbirds earned the various awards!
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1964 FLAIRBIRD CONVERTIBLE FOR SALE LOCALLY!

Ex STTC member Krista Pepau in San Marcos is offering her gorgeous 1964 Flairbird Convertible for sale. This Third has been
selected as a Third Of The Month by me recently. Of the 92,465 1964 Flairbirds produced, only 9,198 were Convertibles.
Here are Krista’s comments regarding her Third. Currently everything is working on her. AC is cold. The odometer shows
5484 miles however it could have rolled over that in the past. Paint is good. The Convertible top is in excellent condition
and all is working well. One small issue on back where the previous owner tried to cover a scratch himself. She is in great
condition, with no known rust issues. The exterior Paint Code is F=Lt. Blue-Arcadian Blue. This Third does not have power
brakes, windows or seats. This is an advantage because you will not have to contend with Power issues many Thirds with
Power accessories have. She has earned many awards in S&S events over the years. She is asking $35,000 OBO. That seems
to be the ballpark asking price for a similar 1964 Convertible offered for sale today. Contact info: Phone: 512-665-4352.
Krittap@gmail.com.
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FLIGHT NUSEUH

PRESENTS PRESENY

WINGS & WHEELS WINGS & WHEELS
FLY-IN

PEOPLE’S CHOICE
AWARD

NOVEMBER 11 2023

FIJY- W
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PARTS / SERVICE . 'D‘

[xpertise in Body
and Paint Wark
Mechanical
Free Estimales

210-892-2901

2065 KW 90V

Castrovlle X 78009
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| Spftializing Custon '
"~ Nekie, Copper & Polish

/
/J

Thunderbirds Southwest
4635 E. State Highway 71
La Grange, TX 78945

nltpsthunderdirasoutnwest.cony/

Owner Lance E. Herrington
Full-Service Thunderbirds
1955-1979
Featuring restoration,
mechanical service,
consignment,
sales, and parts.

~Delivering Professional Solutions
for Your Classic Car!

35 Rust Lane, Boerne, TX 78006
(830)336-4680
www.HotRodGarageBoerne.com



PARTS / SERVICE A

Penc B20s. Uphaistery (o
i Southwest Chrome Plating
g 9023 IH -10 East
5305 Bandern fid
e Converse, Texas
Son Antonks, Texes 78238 210-658.8087
200-5474200 Fas 210-520-1854 Email: swehrome® hotrmail com
Rudy 6. Poma Affiliated with Pulido Plating, will pick up
and deliver back 1o this location for your
chrome plating needs. Email is the best way
to get hold of them from the website or
coll the Balch Springs location.

2450 Babcock Road # 138
San Anfonio | Texas 78229

Phone 210-616-9669
mﬂmﬁf—m'f&wm Mows MondayFriday 8 006 00
10086 1556 Saturday 800100
Fac 10041187 S Sunday Cloted
W Nilwves o ™ Parts Uarage Infol conCoursatondion com

IVE US A CALL (210) 341-1171

--” - e —

s ““ ~ Established 1968 - Family Owned & Operated

2002 - 2005 Thirds Only 8411 Speedway Dr, San Antonio, TX 78230




PARTS / SERVICE =

List of Dealers for Parts

58-66 Bird Nest 800-232-6378 www.thirdparts.com

55-72 Classic Auto Parts 800-654-3247 www.classicautoparts.com
55-86 Concours Parts 800-722-0009 www.concourspartd.com
58-94 Thunderbird Ranch 715-884-6546 www.tbirdranch.com
55-57 Casco 800-374-0914 www.classictbird.com

55-57 Hill’s Classic Cars 740-949-2217 www.hillsresto.com
Rock Auto www.rockauto.com

02-05 Retrobird Used Parts

ThirdBob-www.TbirdBob.com. Bob Sinickas

Specializes in FEM & REM rebuilding.

219-992-0953 Email: Retrobird@outlook.com
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Imh About South Texas Thunderbird Club
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San Antonio Texas Thunderbird Club (STTC) Inc. has been in existence for
46 years 1979-2025. STTC is a family-oriented organization with the goal of
enjoying, having fun and preserving our Thunderbirds among friends and

elevating the interest of these beautiful cars within our community. Our
annual membership is $20.00 and prorated throughout the year for new
members. These dues entitle members to a club roster and the club's
monthly newsletter. Most importantly membership provides the
opportunity to contribute and participate in Regional/International

Conventions. Dues are due on January 1st and no later than January 31st.

We welcome all Thunderbirds from 1955-2005

amTh
. FL #').
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Vintage Thunderbird Club International (VTCI)
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South Texas Thunderbird Club Inc. (STTC) i1s a chapter of the Vintage
Thunderbird Club International. This organization is dedicated to the preservation
and enjoyment of all Ford Thunderbirds 1955 - 2005. If you are not @ member
of VTCI and would like to join, you can go to VTCl's website at

www.vintagethunderbirdclub.net

download an application form, include fee and mail it fo

VTCI

P.0. Box 75308

Wichita, KS 67275

—or—

fill it out online.
—or—

You can join through our website
www.southtexasthunderbirdclub.com
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South Texas Thunderbird Club
Support Material
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STTC Hats

STTC Brochure
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South Texas
Bruce
San AntOono
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STTC Club Cards STTC Member Name Tags

STTC Website

w—/
Providing Club News, Activities, Membership, Gallery

—_— www.southtexasthunderbirdclub.com
Follow us on
f Facebook
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The New VTCI Country Store Manager is Renea Steffens - vtcicountrystore@gmail.com

549

£, INCLUDES
SHIPFING

INCLUDES
SHIPPING

|
SN BPING INCLUDES

SHIPPING P
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SOUTH TEXAS THUNDERBIRD CLUB

VINTAGE THUNDERBIRD CLUB INTERNATIONAL CLUB

OFFICERS & COMMITTEE DIRECTORS

STTC OFFICERS COMMITTEE DIRECTORS VTCI OFFICERS
President Newsletter Editor President
Ray Clark Ray Clark Tom Przedwojewski

(210) 875-1411

Vice-President
Stan Andrews
(210) 296-4726

Secretary
Stan Andrews
(210) 296-4726

Treasurer
Danny Varella
(210) 215-7163

(210) 875-1411

Auto Technical Advisor
Ray Clark
(210) 875-1411

Website Assistance
Ray Clark
(210) 875-1411

Historian
Marilyn Carron
Name Tag Coordinator

Jerry Cowan

Country Store Manager
Laura Wahrmund

Activities Chairman
Gary Faught

STTC Photographer
Stan Andrews

STTC Videographer
Dené Ballantine

Vice-President
Vacant

Executive Secretary
Jake Wake

Treasurer
Randy Mattson

Concourse Director
Randall Rychlik

Technical Director
Alan Tast

Publication Director
Terri McNeill

Country Store
Renea & Scott Steffens

South Central Regional Director
Brian Carron

Websites

www.southtexasthunderbirdclub.com
www.vintagethunderbirdclub.com
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http://www.southtexasthunderbirdclub.com/
http://www.vintagethunderbirdclub.com/

Membership Application
www.SouthTexasThunderbirdClub.com

South Texas Thunderbird Club (STTC), located in San Antonio, Texas, is a local chapter of the
Vintegs Thunderbird Club Internetional (VTCI)

« STTC dues are $20.00 per year, prorated at 2 per month
« VTCI dues are $40.00. You can apply on their website: www.vintagethuncerbirdclub. net

Member info your name:

birthday:

SQOUSE'S Name:

first / last marth / day
birthday:

annivarsary date:

first [ last marth / day

VTCI #

t currently & member

address:

strest oity st Io

telephona: hm ': ] el | ]

email:

T-birds owned:  year: ___ modal:

year:— model:

year:__ model:

Waiver And Release From Liahility

As & member of the South Texas Thunderbird Club (STTC), | am solely responsible for any darmage or njury to third parties, or
to myself resulting from anything connacted wich STTC Club activicies. | agree to indemnify and hold STTC Club, and Officers
harmlass for, ar in eny claim, logs, damaga, injury, or lisbility, that may be asserted by ma, or by any third party as a resul
of my activity. The foregoing covenants of exculpation and ndemnity are intenced to be and ars complate, general and withals
restriction and include, but are not limitad to, neghgence factive or passive) or willful reckless or wanton sctivity, | further
warrant thet | carry automobile lisbility insurance on the vehicle, meeting or excesding &l Texas statutory requirsments and
that this insurance will be in force end effect for ell STTC activities in which | particpate. By hecoming & mermbear, you give
eonsent to 3TTE to use photographs and viden of you, the mambers in your party, ard your velislelsl Tor promotion in peint,
onling, &nd brosdoest t2levision. This release will be active for all STTC Club sctivitizs/events in which | partizipate.

MEMOEr's signature: date:

spouse's signature: dete:

MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE T0: SOUTH TEXAS THUNDEREIRD CLLB
mail application [with check) to: Danny Varella

27302 Park Loop Road

New Braunfels, TX 78132

for more club info, please contact:

Ray Clark rayclarkD7@att.net (210) 875-1411 revised 41528

29
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| VTCI Membership Application Form |
NAME:
| SPOUSES NAME: |
| MAIL ADDRESS: |
CITY STATE /PROVINCE ZIP:
| COUNTRY: PHONE: |
E-MAIL ADDRESS: |
LIST NAME IN ROSTER? YES (0 NO (O
'LIST E-MAIL ADDRESS IN ROSTER? YES (0 NO [ '
|LIST TELEPHONE IN ROSTER? YES [(J NO (O |
PLEASE LIST THUNDERBIRD YOU OWN:
I YEAR: MODEL: |
IAnnual dues: $55.00 United States and Canada, $75.00 all other |
countries. Due the 31st of January each year. Canadian and overseas
payment must be in U.S. funds drawn on a U.S. bank
IFor NEW members only Send initial dues according to the month |
you join. You will then receive a renewal notice mailed with the
INovember/December Scoop. |
' US and All Other |
Canada Countries
| January / February  $55.00 $75.00 |
March /April $50.00 $70.00
May / June $50.00 $70.00
l July / August $95.00 $140.00 includes next year l
September / October $95.00 $140.00 includes next year
| November / December $95.00 $140.00 includes next year |
| VISA / MasterCard (circle one) |
| Card # |
Expiration Date
| Name on Card |
(if different from above-please print)
Signature I
l Please make check payable & mail to: |
Vintage Thunderbird Club International
| P.O. Box 75308 Wichita, KS 67275 |

*Annual dues include a subscription to “Thunderbird Scoop” magazine.
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