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Presidents Message for September 2025 
 
 

 

The 2025 Joint VTCI/CTCI Convention in Grapevine, Texas just ended and 
overall, it was a very enjoyable one. There were 336 Tbirders, and 109 
Tbirds at this event. There many exterior activities to enjoy and I will list 
them below. The nice thing regarding this event is that it was pretty much 
in our backyard. It was a five-hour cruise for me in TweetyBird 2. It was very 
enjoyable for me as I got to see VTCI friends across the Nation who I had 
met at past Conventions and it gave us the opportunity to catch up with 
each other and share the Convention together. Lou Paliani and I enjoyed 
about 3+ hours of chinwag with the newly elected VTCI President Tom 
Przedwojewski! There was so much activity going on that there were 
friends made in past years that I would have enjoyed catching up with, but 
never had a chance to do so. What is great about an event like this is the 
chance to make new friends and stay in contact with them via email or 
phone calls over the years. Further down this newsletter I will list those in 
STTC whose Tbirds earned VTCI or CTCI Judging Awards. The STTC once 
again was awarded another VTCI Newsletter Gold Award and I accepted it 
for the Club! If I have the count correct, that is 9 in a row!  
 
I do want to state that it is very important that ALL STTC Members join us 
for our annual Christmas Party in November of this year. Something very 
exciting is going to occur at this Christmas Party that we have never had 
happen before to my knowledge. There will also be several more surprises 
that will occur at this event. Next month I will provide additional information 
regarding this subject as we get closer to November 22nd Saturday. Put that 
date on your calendar and ALL of you should plan to be at this Christmas 
Party. There is a brief overview in the Upcoming Events section below. 
 
Dené has been overseas in Uzbekistan for a couple of weeks but has just 
recently returned. She will have a lot to tell us regarding her trip I am sure 
when we see her again in Ingram on the 27th!  

 

Our scheduled September Cruise to Stonehenge II in Ingram IS on 
(depending on the weather). If bad weather, we do have a Plan B in mind. 
Presently, there is no rain projected for this Saturday!   

 
See the Website for more details. 
https://southtexasthunderbirdclub.com 

Ray Clark STTC President 

https://southtexasthunderbirdclub.co/
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September 27th, Saturday (depending on the weather) 09:30 Meet Up Time. (Bass Pro Shop outside 1604 outside 

loop -1st light). A return Cruise to Stonehenge II in Ingram. The road has been cleared. Lunch at 11am Billie Jean 

Restaurant. 1489 Junction Hwy78028. Phone: 830-895-7377. This IS a dual Tbird Club event! If bad weather we 

will have a social luncheon inside IH-10 & Loop 1604. There is no rain  projected for this date. 

October 25th Saturday 11am - A return to the Neon Sign & Player Piano Enterprises of STTC Member John Talbot. 

He will be providing the food again. Shop address: GPS: 10556 Brooks Ave. 78154. 210-241-5352. This IS a dual 

Tbird Club event! 

November 22nd, Saturday 11am-3pm. Christmas Party, Outback Steakhouse, GPS: 12511 I-10W 78230, 210-696-

4329. Private Dining Room holds 58 people. Order from Menu, 20% gratuity per check. ALL MEMBERS SHOULD 

BE THERE. There is one HUGE special event, involving ALL STTC Members and several special events scheduled. 

To include the introduction of our new “Tbird Tales Trio” of Lou Paliani on Guitar, Dené Ballantine, on Electronic 

Harp, & Becky Nelson, vocalist, leading Christmas songs.  Put this date on your schedule and plan to be there. We 

will be exchanging gifts per our usual method! More details to come. 

November-December - Bill Taylor KENS5-TV Toy Drive and Drop Off of toys. Dates & locations to be provided at a 

later date. We plan on having about 6 different Tbirds per each of the collection days set. These will probably be 

Friday afternoons. More info to follow. 
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336 “Thunder Struck” Tbird Lovers, and 109 Tbirds attended this first time 2025 Joint VTCI/CTCI 
International Convention! You saw many of the Tbirds on the Field, from 1955-2005. Leadership of 
both International Clubs shared duties and responsibilities, and set many activities for the attendees 
to enjoy while there. There were Guest Speakers and off-site tours to enjoy. Some non-Tbird pix are 
from the Sam Pack & Minters Tbirds tours or Texas Speedway cruise. Bird Bath=SnackBar. Here is a list. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Marilyn working Registration! 

Brian at Registration! Danny & Kathy-Hospitality Suite! 

 

Brian ~ Setting up Judging Area! 
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Ray & Jerry ~ Hospitality Suite! 

1990 Tbird of ~ Tom Prezdwojewski ~ VTCI President 
He drove it to the Convention from Washington State! 
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Tbird On Display at Embassy Suites Hotel! Visit to Sam Pack Auto Group – 9 pix! 

Brad-n-Bonnie Kershaw-NTVTC 
1960 Squarebird On Display 
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A visit to the Famous Amos Minter 
1955-1957 Tbird  F-Bird Collection! 
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Lou & Marilyn Paliani & Laura Wahrmund! Lou & Marilyn Paliani & Me! 

Brian Carron Introducing Marilyn Paliani! Barry, Danny, Kathy, Poca, Brian, Walt, Cheryl, Gerry 

& Judy (supplied me with many of the pix you see!) 

Walt, Poca, Danny, Kathy, Barry, Judy! Danny, Kathy, Erik, Laura, Poca, Walt! 
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Cowboys Stadium & Guides Visit 

Danny Varella Manning Registration Desk! Dallas Arboretum Tour! 

Lining up to Drive the Texas Motor Speedway! 
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George W. Bush Presidential Library & 9/11 Memorial 

2025 Life Time VTCI Membership Award-Laura Wahrmund! 2025 VTCI Gold Newsletter Award To STTC! 
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Friday Night - Laura received the VTCI Life Time Award for recognition of her 

many years as the VTCI County Store Manager. We received the VTCI Gold 

Newsletter Award for the 9th straight year! Under the Editorship of myself, 

then Marilyn Carron for 5 years (if I have that correct), and 2 years by Bruce 

Reader! Then this one! 
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VTCI Regional Director – CTCI Ex-President Convention Head ~ Brian Carron ~ STTC ~ Awards Banquet Speech! 

New VTCI President Tom Przedwojewski ~ Awards Banquet Speech! VTCI & CTCI Tbird Awards Announcements! 
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2025 VTCI-CTCI Convention Banquet Table Piece!  

 

  

All of the South Texas Thunderbird Club Members and their family members who worked hard to put this first Combined 

CTCI-VTCI International Convention together. Especially Brian & Marilyn Carron! Along with many of the Leaders and 

Members of the Arcadian Thunderbirds of Louisiana, the North Texas Vintage Thunderbird Club, the Sooner 

Thunderbird Car Club, and the Vintage Thunderbirds Of Houston. Also, the CTCI Clubs across this Region and Country.  
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Brian & Marilyn Carron were the STTC members to receive Awards from the VTCI & CTCI Judges.  
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Brian stated to me that all the Awards 

are having the winning inscriptions 

imprinted on them and they will be 

mailed out shortly to all those whose 

Tbirds earned the various awards!  

  

Brian & Marilyn Carron received two VTCI Awards ~ 1st Place Touring for the 1968 and Authenticity Award for the 1968.  This 

recognition of the 1968 reflects restoration to factory condition as determined by special judging conducted by the Chief 

Judge and the Technical Director using a 56-point checklist where the car must successfully check at least 42 of the items. 

From CTCI  they received a prestigious Gold/Gold Medallion Award for their Willow Green 1957 Babybird! 
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 1964 FLAIRBIRD CONVERTIBLE FOR SALE LOCALLY! 

Ex STTC member Krista Pepau in San Marcos is offering her gorgeous 1964 Flairbird Convertible for sale. This Tbird has been 

selected as a Tbird Of The Month by me recently. Of the 92,465 1964 Flairbirds produced, only 9,198 were Convertibles.  

Here are Krista’s comments regarding her Tbird. Currently everything is working on her. AC is cold. The odometer shows 

5484 miles however it could have rolled over that in the past. Paint is good. The Convertible top is in excellent condition 

and all is working well. One small issue on back where the previous owner tried to cover a scratch himself. She is in great 

condition, with no known rust issues. The exterior  Paint Code is F=Lt. Blue-Arcadian Blue.  This Tbird does not have power 

brakes, windows or seats. This is an advantage because you will not have to contend with Power issues many Tbirds with 

Power accessories have. She has earned many awards in S&S events over the years. She is asking $35,000 OBO. That seems 

to be the ballpark asking price for a similar 1964 Convertible offered for sale today. Contact info: Phone: 512-665-4352.  

Krittap@gmail.com. 
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SOUTH TEXAS THUNDERBIRD CLUB 

VINTAGE THUNDERBIRD CLUB INTERNATIONAL CLUB 

OFFICERS & COMMITTEE DIRECTORS 
 

STTC OFFICERS COMMITTEE DIRECTORS VTCI OFFICERS 

 

President 
Ray Clark 

Newsletter Editor 
Ray Clark 

President 
Tom Przedwojewski 

(210) 875-1411 (210) 875-1411  

Vice-President Auto Technical Advisor Vice-President 
Stan Andrews Ray Clark Vacant 

(210) 296-4726 (210) 875-1411  

Secretary Website Assistance Executive Secretary 
Stan Andrews Ray Clark Jake Wake 

(210) 296-4726 (210) 875-1411  

Treasurer Historian Treasurer 
Danny Varella Marilyn Carron Randy Mattson 

(210) 215-7163   

 Name Tag Coordinator Concourse Director 
 Jerry Cowan Randall Rychlik 
  

Country Store Manager 
Laura Wahrmund 

 

 

 Activities Chairman Technical Director 

 Gary Faught Alan Tast 

                  STTC Photographer 
                        Stan Andrews 

 

Publication Director 

  

                 STTC Videographer 
                     Dené Ballantine 

Terri McNeill 

   

Country Store 
  Renea & Scott Steffens 

   

South Central Regional Director 
  Brian Carron 

  

Websites 
www.southtexasthunderbirdclub.com 

 

 www.vintagethunderbirdclub.com  

http://www.southtexasthunderbirdclub.com/
http://www.vintagethunderbirdclub.com/
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